
FINAL PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

The City of Oxford has applied for Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Hazard 
Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) funding through the Mississippi Emergency Management 
Agency (MEMA) as a sub-recipient. 

Under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), federal actions must be reviewed and 
evaluated for feasible alternatives and for social, economic, historic, environmental, legal, and 
safety considerations. Under Executive Order (EO) 11988 and EO 11990, FEMA is required to 
consider alternatives to and to provide a public notice of any proposed actions in or affecting 
floodplains or wetlands. EO 12898 also requires FEMA to provide the opportunity for public 
participation in the planning process and to consider potential impacts to minority and low-income 
populations. This notice may also fulfill requirements under Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act (NHPA). 

Funding for the proposed project will be conditional upon compliance with all applicable federal, 
tribal, state, and local laws, regulations, floodplain standards, permit requirements and conditions. 

Applicant: MEMA 

Project Title: HMGP Project 4536 F#2 S#1 City of Oxford Drainage (Bailey Branch / Burney 
Branch) Project. 

Location of Proposed Work: 
 Name of Structure: Bailey Branch / Burney Branch Creek 
 
 Address of Structure: 
 
            Upstream Coordinates: 34.340520, -89.518265 
            Downstream Coordinates:  34.337136, -89.514670 
 
 
 
Special Flood Hazard Area Zone: This project is for the installation of velocity flow meters with 
data loggers to be located at the locations listed above on major streams that comprise Oxford’s 
drainage basins. The flow meters would measure water velocity and depth allowing for the 
calculation of actual flow rates during a given storm event. Alerts could be sent out based on water 
level during a given stream before it becomes an out of bank event. All of the locations, with the 
exception of two, (BB-1 and BurB-1) are located in the X flood zone (0.2% annual chance flood 
elevation). Confirmation of locations in the SFHA was made by reference to the latest Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps. The proposed work conforms to all applicable State of Mississippi and local 
floodplain regulations. The proposed work will be to monitor water levels and water flow rates 
and will have no effect on the local floodplain. The proposed work on all but two of the locations 
is in a SFHA (Special Floodplain Hazard Area).  



 
Proposed Work and Purpose:  
The City of Oxford purposes to optimize the flow in the lower end of the stream by streamlining 
the typical section of flow and lowering water surface elevations during high flow events.  Stream 
banks will be cleared and grubbed, shaped and armored to mitigate ongoing erosion and scour.  
Care will be taken to design this work so as not to increase base flood elevations upstream and 
downstream of the project area as it does lie within a designated special flood hazard area (SFHA).  
The termini of this project will begin at the confluence of Burney Branch and extend upstream to 
a point approximately 1,500 feet upstream as depicted on FIRM Panel 28071C0259C for Oxford, 
MS. 
 
Project Alternatives:   
Alternative #1 (no action alternative): The no action alternative to this project proposes to leave 
the Bailey Branch creek in its natural, unaltered state.  The short-term effects of the no-build 
alternative is that certain structures that have received damage due to flooding in the recent past 
will remain in danger during future anticipated events unless individual property owners take 
mitigating measures to reduce their level of risk.  The long-term effects of the no build alternative 
are that the existing stream banks will continue to scour and erode raising the potential that more 
properties along the stream will experience increased risk to property damage. 
 
Alternative #2: A feasible alternative to the proposed project is to substitute anchored turf 
reinforcing matting (ATRM) for hard armor riprap in the design of the project.  Use of ATRMs 
are on the rise due to ease of construction, aesthetics and the ability to maintain vegetation in the 
drainage way and stream banks.  The significant impacts of the design change will be construction 
methodology.  ATRMs are usually installed by hand and do not require the large equipment 
necessary to place and spread riprap, which will reduce noise pollution.  The finished stream 
product will also differ markedly from the proposed design.  Hard armor riprap alters the ecology 
of the project area immensely.  ATRMs are designed such that grass and other vegetation's can go 
through the fabric generating a “green” look to the project. 
The change in costs associated with the modified design are negligible on a project this size.  
However, the design was rejected due to two main reasons: 
1.  While ATRMs have been used extensively in the Oxford area, they have never been 
utilized on a project of this scope where high flows and shear stresses are experienced.  Therefore, 
significant unknowns exist as to the effectiveness of the product in this particular situation. 
2. While a riprap design is not the “prettiest”, it is low maintenance.  It is understood once 
the City of Oxford commits to executing this project that it will take on maintenance 
responsibilities.  A vegetated ditch, no matter how structurally sound, is still a ditch that needs 
maintenance in order to perform properly.  The city has limited resources and manpower available 
to mow and spray a ditch of this size.  Particularly one that runs through a sensitive, residential 
area where owners will expect a certain level of maintenance to occur.  The riprap ditch will be 
screened by high density, high growth trees such that minimum maintenance will be needed. 
 
 



 
Comment Period: 
Comments are solicited from the public; local, state or federal agencies; and other interested parties 
in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of the proposed project. The comments should be 
made in writing and addressed to City of Oxford. All comments are due within 30 days of this 
notice. The City of Oxford will forward comments to applicable regulatory agencies as needed.  

Interested persons may submit comments, obtain more detailed information about the proposed 
action, or request a copy of the findings by contacting: 

Jimmy Allgood 
Director, City of Oxford Emergency Management Agency 
107 Courthouse Square 
Oxford, MS  38655 
 

POSTED ON:  09September2021 

 

End of Notice 

 

 


