
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 
          October 21, 2009 
 
 Be it remembered that the Oxford Historic Preservation Commission did meet in regular 
session on Tuesday, October 13, 2009 at 5:30 p.m. in the City Hall courtroom with the following 
members present: 
 
   Jeff Asti 
   Camp Best 
   Kevin Frye   
   Harry Owens 
   Jack McKenzie 
   Julie K. Spears  
   Molissia Swaney 
   Sonia Weinburg Thompson 
 
   Tim Akers, City Planner 
   Katrina Hourin, Assistant City Planner 
   Tiffany Smith, Historic Preservation Consultant 
   Alicia Thompson 
 
The following Commissioner was absent: 
 
   Shawn L. Telford 
 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Asti. 
    
 After the meeting was called to order, the following business was transacted: 

 
Approval of the Minutes from the September 8, 2009 Meeting  
 
There being no changes to the minutes, motion was made by Commissioner Best and seconded 
by Commissioner McKenzie to approve the minutes from the September 8, 2009 meeting.    
 
All present voting aye.   
 
The motion was approved. 

 
Discussion on Proposed Guidelines for Evaluation of Solar Panels in Historic Districts  
 
HPC Consultant Tiffany Smith presented the Commission with the proposed guidelines for 
evaluating solar panels in historic districts.    Consultant Smith informed the Commission that 
she included the guidelines from the Breckenridge Ordinance as a basis for the proposed 
guidelines, and that she will remove any items that the Commission deems unnecessary.   
Consultant Smith read each of the guidelines aloud and discussion was made regarding each of 
the items.  After reading the criteria for installation of solar panels on existing structures, 
discussion was made between Consultant Smith and Commissioner Owens on character defining 
roof lines.  Commissioner Frye suggested that Consultant Smith remove the “Shall” language 
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from the guidelines and insert “Encouraged” or “Shall be evaluated” as the language for the 
guidelines.  Consultant Smith agreed and suggested that different language for the criteria be 
used.  Discussion was also made that an amendment to the language for Item II – (B.) should 
read:  “Solar panels on existing structures within historic districts shall be evaluated according 
to the following criteria on a case by case basis.”   
   
After discussion, Commissioner Asti asked for a motion to amend the Guidelines for Evaluation 
of Solar Panels in Historic Districts.  Motion was made by Commissioner McKenzie and 
seconded by Commissioner Asti to amend the Guidelines for Evaluation of Solar Panels in 
Historic Districts.   
 
All present voting aye. 
 
The motion was approved. 
 
Consultant Smith informed the Commission that the final draft would be submitted at the next 
regularly scheduled meeting.   
 
REGULAR AGENDA   
   
Public Hearing for Case #083 – 404 Tyler Avenue.    A sales representative from Mississippi 
Solar, LLC came before the Commission representing Lowery Lomax seeking a Certificate of 
Appropriateness to construct solar panels on the south roof of property located at 404 Tyler 
Avenue, Oxford, Mississippi.   The applicant presented a photo of the existing south roof and a 
photo of the proposed solar panel installation.  Commissioner Asti asked the applicant for the 
specifications related to the application.  The applicant replied that he was not prepared to 
provide the specifications at that time.  Commissioner Asti informed the applicant that the 
Commission could not decide on the case without the specifications and asked the applicant if 
there was any urgency for a decision.  The applicant replied that there was no real urgency and 
that he would provide the requested specifications at the next regularly scheduled meeting.   
 
There being no further questions or comments from the public or the Commission, a decision on 
the hearing was tabled until the next regularly scheduled meeting.     
 
Public Hearing for Case #084 – 1004 South 11th Street.  Duke Goza came before the 
Commission seeking a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct a residential addition 
consisting of a 21’ x 18’ room with a porch to the rear of property located at 1004 South 11th 
Street, Oxford, Mississippi.  Mr. Goza presented a site plan, photos, construction drawings, and a 
materials list of the proposed residential addition.  Mr. Goza explained his request and stated that 
the proposed bedroom would fit in a rear corner of the property behind a six foot wood fence.  
Mr. Goza also explained the materials to be used in the proposed addition and stated that he 
intends to carry the existing porch across the length  of the proposed addition.  Discussion was 
made regarding Mr. Goza’s request and Commissioner Asti commended Mr. Goza for his 
excellent presentation.     
 
There being no further questions or comments from the public or the Commission, motion was 
made by Commissioner Owens and seconded by Commissioner Frye to approve the request for a 
Certificate of Appropriateness to construct a residential addition consisting of a 21’ x 18’ room 
with a porch to the rear of property located at 1004 South 11th Street, Oxford, Mississippi.  
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All present voting aye. 
 
The motion was approved.       
 
Public Hearing for Case #085 – 1513 Pierce Avenue.  Corey Alger came before the 
Commission seeking a Certificate of Appropriateness to make exterior renovations to an existing 
residential structure located at 1513 Pierce Avenue, Oxford, Mississippi.  Mr. Alger explained 
his request and presented the Commission with a site plan, construction drawings, and photos of 
the existing structure. Mr. Alger also informed the Commission that was seeking to remove and 
replace the existing windows and doors and make other improvements to the property.  
Commissioner Owens stated that he was uncomfortable voting on the proposed project without 
considering how the drawings would fit within the neighborhood.  Commissioner Asti asked Mr. 
Alger about the existing mold in the structure.  Mr. Alger replied that the mold is exclusive to the 
lower floor of the structure.  Mr. Alger also stated that the source of the mold would be 
remediated.  Further discussion was made regarding the applicant’s request. 
 
There being no further questions or comments from the public or the Commission, motion was 
made by Commissioner Frye and seconded by Commissioner Best to approve the request for 
certificate of appropriateness to remove the existing windows and doors and replace them with 
new windows and doors as appropriate per the City of Oxford’s Design Guidelines on property 
located at 1513 Pierce Avenue. 
 
All present voting aye. 
 
The motion was approved.   
 
Public Hearing for Case 086 – 1222 Buchanan Avenue.  Prior to the hearing, Jack McKenzie 
recused himself because he lives within close proximity of the applicant.  Patricia Lowe came 
before the Commission seeking a Certificate of Appropriateness to make modifications to the 
original plans submitted in the approved application for Certificate of Appropriateness dated 
January 13, 2009 for property located at 1222 Buchanan Avenue, Oxford, Mississippi.  Mrs. 
Lowe explained her request and stated that the modifications made to the original plans were 
aesthetic changes to make the project more “green”.  Commissioner Asti asked Mrs. Lowe if the 
modifications to the project had already been completed.  Mrs. Lowe replied that they 
modifications had been done.  Commissioner Asti informed Mrs. Lowe that any modifications to 
approved plans must be submitted to and approved by the Commission prior to the beginning of 
any work on the project.  Mrs. Lowe further explained the modifications to the original plans.  
She stated that she was seeking to replace the original asphalt roof with a metal roof, add side 
lights to the front door, and change the roof line of the east elevation.  Commissioner Asti made 
mention of the original representations and again reiterated that any modifications to approved 
plans must be submitted to and approved by the Commission prior to the beginning of any work.  
Mrs. Lowe informed the Commission that her surrounding neighbors were in favor of the 
modifications to the original plans.  Lengthy debate was made about the modifications.  
Commissioner Swaney expressed concern and stated that she didn’t believe metal roofs were of 
historical significance.  Commissioner Owens stated that he would like to for the modified plans 
to reflect the proposed changes.   Further debate was made about the modifications and the 
Historic Preservation Commission’s requirement that approval of any proposed modifications is 
required prior to the beginning of any work proposed in the application.   
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There being no further comments or questions from the public or the Commission, motion was 
made by Commissioner Frye and seconded by Commissioner Owens to approve the request for 
Certificate of Appropriateness to make modifications the original plans submitted in the 
approved application for Certificate of Appropriateness dated January 13, 2009 for property 
located at 1222 Buchanan Avenue, Oxford, Mississippi. 
 
All present voting aye. 
 
The motion was approved.   
 
Public Hearing for Case 087 – 403 S. 5th Street.   Contractor, Tony Wiley, came before the 
Commission representing Wendell Parks seeking a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace an 
existing shingled roof with a metal roof on property located at 403 S. 5th Street, Oxford, 
Mississippi.  Mr. Wiley explained the applicant’s request and presented photos of the existing 
roof and photos of neighboring properties that currently have metal roofing installed.  Discussion 
was made regarding the request.   
 
There being no further comments or questions from the public or the Commission, motion was 
made by Commissioner Frye and seconded by Commissioner Owens to approve the request for a 
Certificate of Appropriateness to replace an existing shingled roof with a metal roof on property 
located at 403 S. 5th Street, Oxford, Mississippi.   
 
All present voting aye. 
 
The motion was approved.   
 
Complimentary Review – 1510 Garfield Avenue.   Ryland Sneed came before the Commission 
seeking a complimentary review of a proposed development located at 1510 Garfield Avenue, 
Oxford, Mississippi.  Mr. Sneed presented the Commission with photos and a site plan of the 
proposed residential development.  He explained that his client is proposing to construct some 
single family residential structures in the rear of the property.   Mr. Sneed also explained that the 
style of the structures would be in the ranch style and the size range would be 1400 – 1800 
square feet.  Discussion was also made between the Commission and Mr. Sneed regarding the 
existing trees on the lot.  Mr. Sneed informed the Commission that his client would work around 
the existing trees.  Mr. Sneed further informed the Commission that his client would be going 
before the Planning Commission for site plan approval and return to the Historic Preservation 
Commission for design approval.  Commissioner Asti informed Mr. Sneed that the 
Commissioners would review the site of the proposed development.   
 
There being no further questions or comments from the public or the Commission, no action was 
taken.   
 
Resolution Supporting the American Institute of Architect’s Center for Communities by 
Design 2010 Sustainable Design Assessment Team Grant.  Katrina Hourin presented the 
Commission with the Resolution Supporting the American Institute of Architect’s Center for 
Communities by Design 2010 Sustainable Design Assessment Team Grant.  She informed the 
Commission that the City of Oxford would be applying for the grant from the American Institute 
of Architects and that she was seeking support from the Commission.  Mrs. Hourin also read an 
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article from the Preservation Magazine regarding historical properties that are becoming more 
energy efficient.  Consultant Smith asked Mrs. Hourin what the funds from the grant would be 
used for.  Mrs. Hourin replied that the funds from the grant would be used to make adjustments 
to the City of Oxford’s Vision 20/20 plan and the City of Oxford’s Sustainability Plan.   
 
There being no further questions or comments from the public or the Commission, motion was 
made Commissioner Frye and seconded by Commissioner Thompson to approve the resolution 
supporting the Sustainability Grant.   
 
All present voting aye. 
 
The motion was approved.      
 
There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned.   
 
 


